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HERITAGE FOR PEACE –MISSION STATMENT  

WE ARE AN INTERNATIONAL GROUP OF HERITAGE WORKERS WHO BELIEVE THAT 

CULTURAL HERITAGE IS A COMMON GROUND FOR DIALOGUE AND A TOOL TO BUILD 

PEACE.

OUR MISSION IS TO SUPPORT HERITAGE WORKERS, INDIFFERENT OF CITIZENSHIP 

OR RELIGION, AS THEY WORK TOWARDS THE PROTECTION OF CULTURAL 

HERITAGE FOR FUTURE GENERATIONS.



Why is a need to create an Arab Network of CSOs to Safeguard Cultural Heritage?

1-This resulted in the emergence of several 
civil society organizations that have taken the 
form of NGOs or institutions dedicated to 
promoting cultural heritage protection and 
spreading the values it represents.

2-International assistance was 
channelled through UNESCO and its 
cooperation with the authorities 
responsible for heritage management. 

3-civil society and local communities 
were left out of this process, which 
could have played an essential role in 
preserving and rebuilding the 
damaged cultural heritage.



Heritage for Peace launches ANSCH 

1-Looking to improve the 

opportunities of civil society, H4P 

launches ANSCH Network, as a 

collaborative platform to provide more 

resources and opportunities. 

2- The initiative started together 

with ALIPH and Spanish Council for 

Scientific Researches (CSIC) launched 

its civil society network which 

presentation took place in Barcelona on 

4 and 5 March 2020 at an event called : 

“Empowerment of civil society for the 

protection of cultural heritage in 

conflict areas”.



1-To create a network of civil society 
organizations

2- To identify and define heritage 
protection projects needed in Arab 
countries.

3-To enhance the visibility of the civil society 
organizations and their work

4-To empower local communities’ participation in the 
management of cultural heritage.

5-To foster inclusive social development.

6-To foster inclusive economic development.

ANSCH  objetives



CSOs from Syria ,Iraq ,Yemen and Libya 

A-Civil Society Organizations from Syria

1-The Syrian Center for Cultural Heritage 

Protection

2-Rafakatuna 

B-Civil Society Organizations from Iraq

1. Archaeological Ziusudra Organization for 

Protecting Antiquities and Heritage

2. Perfect Justice Foundation for Human 

Rights

3. Green Spring 

4. Dilenaw organization 

C-Civil Society Organizations From Yeme

1. Balkis’s Throne for the Development, Tourism and 

Heritage

2. Tahdeeth Development Foundation

3. Ykrb foundation 

4. Centre of Art, Culture & Folklore

5. Kahramana Heritage Center

D-Civil Society Organizations From  Libya 

1- World heritage union of five Libyan municipalities 

(WHU5LM)

2- Tripolitanian Society

3- Balagrey Association for environment and cultural 

heritage



ANCH actual project 

1-Protection of Heritage at Places in Conflict 

through Digital Tools: The Role of Civil 

Society

2-COVID -19  Guidelines Project 

3- SHELTr (Syrian Heritage Law Training)

4- Raqqa project  

5-Palmyrene voices initIative

6- Documentation and Damage Assessment 

of the Cairo Castle in Taiz (Yemen)

7- Documentation and damage assessment 

in Manbij (Syria) 



Protection of Heritage at Places in Conflict through Digital Tools: 

The Role of Civil Society

http://pacton.es/



HOW THE PACTON APP WORKS ? 



4- SHELTr ( Syrian Heritage Law Training 

Project ) 

https://sheltr.heritageforpeace.org







ISIS IN RAQQA

1/02/16



RAFAKATUNA PROJECT 

WHY RQQA ? 

HTTPS://WWW.RAFEKATUNA.ORG/ACTIVITIES/PHOTO-GALLERY/

https://www.rafekatuna.org/activities/photo-gallery/


HERAQLA STORAGE HOUSE



Journal of Eastern Mediterranean 
Archaeology and Heritage Studies 10 (2): 
115-136
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Da’esh occupied territories 

© Neil Brodie



Looting at  Apamea

© Neil Brodie



Policy failure

© Neil Brodie

Looting and illicit 
trade

Public concern

Uninformed (bad)  
policy making

Political concern

Ineffective policy

Newspaper 
headlines



Policy success

© Neil Brodie

Looting and illicit 
trade

Public concern

Informed (good)  
policy making

Political concern

Effective policy

Evidence-based 
research



Photographs of looted sites

© Neil Brodie

Looting damage at archaeological sites recorded by on-site 
photographic documentation.

Tell Ajajah



Photographs of looted objects

© Neil Brodie

Bronze age site of Mari



Photographs of looted objects

© Neil Brodie

Neoassyrian site of Tell Ajajah



Da’esh administrative documents

© Neil Brodie

Da’esh administrative documents recovered from destroyed headquarters 
building in Raqqa. 



Confirmed Da’esh control of trade

© Neil Brodie

Test
Receipt



The impact of February earthquake AND Climate change on cultural 

heritage in Syria 



PALMYRENE VOICES INITIATIVE

(DOCUMENTING THE PALMYRENE WOOL AND LEATHER PRODUCTS OF AWASSI

SHEEP IN THE COUNTRIES OF THE DIASPORA)

WEBSITE : HTTPS://PALMYRENEVOICES.ORG/

1/02/16



Palmyrene Voices is a civil society initiative 
whose mission is to provide a platform for 
the voices of the Palmyrene people to 
reach the international community; to 
support all Palmyrene people in the 
diaspora in their efforts to come back to 
Palmyra; and to help them to rebuild their 
city in a way that guarantees their dignity 
and preserves their identity.

Palmyrene Voices initiative 



ABUAB INITIATIVE

ABUAB, OR DOORS, IS A PROJECT THAT AIMS TO WORK ON THE USE OF CULTURAL HERITAGE AS AN 
INSTRUMENT OF SOCIAL INTEGRATIONAND WELLBEING FOR  REFUGEES FROM MENA REGION AND 
UKRAINE 



Many thanks 

esper.1985@yahoo.com

http://www.heritageforpeace.org/

https://ansch.heritageforpeace.org/

mailto:Iesper.1985@yahoo.com
http://www.heritageforpeace.org/
https://ansch.heritageforpeace.org/
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