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“In many postwar situations, there is evidence of a 
popular concern to restore immediately war-
damaged heritage and to revive traditions that 
before the war had been obsolescent. This concern 
seems to answer a strong psychosocial need to re-
establish the familiar and the cherished 
following a phrase of violent disruption of normal life. 
It can be distilled in the concept of a thread of 
continuity that people search for when the 
rhythm of everyday life has been shattered. In such 
situations, the crucial role of culture must be 
recognized and incorporated early in the recovery 
process.” - NS PriceIn studies of bereavement by Maris (1974) “the 
impulse to preserve the thread of continuity is thus a 
crucial instinct of survival.” 



It is important to understand the threads that people wish preserve or reestablish
From the physical damage but also the intangible values associated with places



Cyprus









Iraq, Mosul



Interaction is the most important aspect of understanding heritage places



This is 3D documentation



Interaction is the most important aspect of understanding heritage places



Observing, thinking, and sketching are critical tools



3D model was produced entirely by the participants





Ukraine

First Aid  and Resilience (FAR) programme is a flagship for ICCROM for 
cultural heritage protection from conflicts and disasters 









1. In times of conflict, people come first, shelter, food, health are priorities
2. However, addressing cultural in post-conflict situations is important and 

understanding how it reestablishes the thread of continuity  
3. This is discovered through context analysis, documentation 
4. Communicating with people and recording their values and the intangible heritage 

is a fundamental part of documentation – modern technology is useful, and we 
must record the tangible heritage and search the archive but a balance is required 

5. Post-recovery takes significant time, it won’t be resolved in our lifetimes – thus 
capacity building initiatives such as this one or ICCROM’s work in Mosul is critical.
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7. Careful selection of those involved in post-conflict recovery is important as 
respect, tolerance, forgiveness, patience, and careful use of language are 
necessary. 
8. Paradox there must be no tolerance for those who are intolerant. Their 
inclusion disrupts post-conflict recovery
9. Maintaining high conservation standards, even though it is a dire situation with 
limited resources 
10. We are better today than 200 years ago we have international institutions and 
a level of cooperation now that did not exist at the beginning of the 20th century. 

We must remain positive, it is easy to become discouraged, indifferent, or cynical 
in working in post-conflict situations. 

CONTEXT Analysis and DOCUMENTATION
Rand Eppich, Ph.D. Architect 
randeppich@gmail.com

CONCLUSION



Given the news cycle of destruction that is ever present, it is 
easy to feel helpless in such situations. As a young 
professional I watched in horror as Yugoslavia broke apart, 
the Mostar bridge destroyed; never thinking that one day I 
would work there. I also watched the same scenes as ISIS 
destroyed the cultural heritage of Syria and Iraq and now 
witness what is happening in Ukraine. However, we can do 
our part given the limited scope of our chosen conservation 
profession. 

Cultural Heritage plays an important role in the post-conflict 
recovery and is one of the essential threads of continuity for 
survival. CONTEXT Analysis and DOCUMENTATION
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