
 

APPENDIX : THE FOUR PILLARS OF POST CONFLICT RECONSTRUCTION 

- security; 

- justice/reconciliation;  

- social/economic well-being;  

- and governance/participation. 

 

• Security addresses all aspects of public safety, in particular establishment of a safe and secure 

environment and development of legitimate and stable security institutions. Security 

encompasses the provision of collective and individual security, and is the precondition for 

achieving successful outcomes in the other pillars. In the most pressing sense, it concerns 

securing the lives of civilians from immediate and large-scale violence and the restoration of 

territorial integrity. 

• Justice and Reconciliation addresses the need for an impartial and accountable legal system 

and for dealing with past abuses; in particular, creation of effective law enforcement, an open 

judicial system, fair laws, humane corrections systems, and formal and informal mechanisms for 

resolving grievances arising from conflict. These tasks encompass the provision of mechanisms to 

redress grievances, exact appropriate penalties for previous acts, and build capacity to  

promulgate and enforce the rule of law. Incorporating the concept of restorative justice, they 

include extraordinary and traditional efforts to reconcile ex-combatants, victims, and  

perpetrators. 

• Social and Economic Well-Being addresses fundamental social and economic needs; in 

particular provision of emergency relief, restoration of essential services to the population, laying 

the foundation for a viable economy, and initiation of an inclusive, sustainable development 

program. Often accompanying the establishment of security, well-being entails protecting the 

population from starvation, disease, and the elements. As the situation stabilizes, attention shifts 

from humanitarian relief to long-term social and economic development. 

• Governance and Participation addresses the need for legitimate, effective political and 

administrative institutions and participatory processes; in particular, establishing a  

representative constitutional structure, strengthening public sector management and 

administration, and ensuring active and open participation of civil society in the formulation of 

government and its policies. Governance involves setting rules and procedures for political 

decision-making, and delivering public services in an efficient and transparent manner. 

Participation encompasses the process for giving voice to the population through the 

development of civil society that includes the generation and exchange of ideas through advocacy 

groups, civic associations, and the media. 

 


